
 
 

 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

April 2, 2023 
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Transfiguration of the Lord Parish – North Attleborough 0902 

 

 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm Saint Mary Church  
Sunday 8:00 am Saint Mark Church 
Sunday 9:30 am Saint Mary Church 

Sunday 11:00 am Sacred Heart Church 

 

Weekday Masses  
Monday 4:30 pm Saint Mary Church  

Rosary for Life 4:00 pm each Monday prior to 4:30 pm Mass 
Tuesday 8:00 am Saint Mark Church 

Wednesday 4:30 pm Saint Mary Church 
Thursday 8:00 am Communion Service 

 Saint Mark Church 
 

 
 

Links to: Transfiguration of the Lord Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/Transfiguration-of-the-
Lord-Parish-North-Attleborough-106529317647894/ 
 

YouTube at https://tinyurl.com/ysfaxaty  

Parish Office 
 

14 Park Street, North Attleborough, 

Massachusetts 02760 

Parish e-mail • stmaryna@noozi.com 

Parish website • www.saintmaryna.com 
 

Phone 508-695-6161    Fax 508-695-5248 
Faith Formation • TransfigurationRelEd@gmail.com 

Faith Formation • 508-695-3823 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                               

                                                                   
                                        
 
 
                                        
    

     
                                                             

  
                       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Saint Mary-Sacred Heart School 
Mrs. Lisa Serak, Principal 

 

57 Richards Avenue,  

North Attleborough, Massachusetts 02760 
 

(508) 695-3072        FAX (508) 695-9074 
smsh@smsh.dfrcs.org   www.smshschool.com 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Mr. Jarrod Ward, Superintendent 

Towne Street 
North Attleborough, Massachusetts 02760 

(508) 695-1173 or email ripco@comcast.net 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saint Mary Church • Saturday 3:00 pm 
 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sunday following the 
11:00 am Mass in Sacred Heart. Baptisms are 
scheduled for 12:30 pm with a limit of four families 
at each baptism. Please contact Monica Forte in 
the office at stmaryna@noozi.com for more 
information and available dates. 
 
 

 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Marriage is usually celebrated on Saturday 
morning and afternoon.  Please contact the Parish 
Office at least nine months in advance to begin 
preparation. 
 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Pastoral care to those in need of the sacrament 

of the sick is arranged through the parish office.  

Please call to arrange a visit.  

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Please note: Due to First Friday of April falling 

on  April 7, Good Friday, there is no adoration 
that day. We hope you will attend our Good 

Friday services. 
 

Parish Offering 
 

If you are attending in person, you may drop your 
contribution in the collection basket. You are 
welcome to mail your budget envelope to the parish 
office, at 14 Park Street, North Attleborough, MA 
02760. You may also leave your envelope in the drop 
box located outside the parish office door, to the right 
on the landing. Or you can use this link for online 
giving: 
https://app.gabrielsoft.com/guest/mafrdiocese/31 

                  Thank you for your ongoing support! 
 

 

 

Rev. Michael A. Ciryak, Temporary Parochial Administrator

Rev. Deacon Joseph E. Regali 
 

Mrs. Monica T. Forte, Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Jean Howard, Business Manager 

Mrs. Elaine Corvese, Director of Religious Education,  

Grades 1-8 & Confirmation 

Mr. Miguel Peixoto, Buildings Supervisor 

Mr. James Kitsock, Building Maintenance 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Transfiguration-of-the-Lord-Parish-North-Attleborough-106529317647894/
https://www.facebook.com/Transfiguration-of-the-Lord-Parish-North-Attleborough-106529317647894/
https://tinyurl.com/ysfaxaty
mailto:TransfigurationRelEd@gmail.com
mailto:smsh@smsh.dfrcs.org
http://www.smshschool.com/
mailto:stmaryna@noozi.com
http://www.saintmaryna.com/
mailto:smshff@comcast.net
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April 2 – Palm Sunday of the 

 Passion of the Lord 
 Saturday April 1 
 4:00 pm   Albert & Elsie Jette 

 Sunday April 2 
 8:00 am Lillian Seymour 

 Sunday April 2 
 9:30 am           Kyle Johnson 

 Sunday April 2 

 11:00 am Leo J. Wagner &   
   Dorothy Simon     

 `Monday    April 3   
 4:30 pm  Joseph Maione 

 Tuesday      April 4 
 8:00 am Catherine Lontok 

 Wednesday    April 5 
 4:30 pm   

 
 Thursday     April 6 – Holy Thursday 

 7:00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 Friday     April 7 – Good Friday 
 3:00 pm  Passion of the Lord 

 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 

 Saturday April 8 

 8:00 pm   Easter Vigil 

  *NO 4:00 PM MASS  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 9 -Easter Sunday of the 

Resurrection of the Lord 
 Sunday April 9 
 8:00 am Flower Memorials 

 Sunday April 9 

 9:30 am           Flower Memorials 

 Sunday April 9 
 11:00 am Flower Memorials 
 

   

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Parish Contributions  
Collection figures  

March 18/19: $10,829.50 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Holy Thursday 

    April 6  
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

7:00 pm at Saint Mark Church   
 

 
Good Friday 

April 7 
Passion of the Lord 

3:00 pm at Sacred Heart Church  
 

Stations of the Cross 

7:00  pm at Saint Mary Church  
 
 

 
Easter Vigil 

8:00 pm at Saint Mary Church  
Easter Vigil Mass 

Please note: no 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday 

 
 

 

Easter Sunday morning  
8:00 am at Saint Mark Church 

9:30 am at Saint Mary Church 
11:00 am at Sacred Heart Church 
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We Welcome! 
On Sunday, March 26 we 

welcomed three new 

members into our 

Catholic faith and 

Transfiguration of the 

Lord Parish. We welcome: Samantha Noel 

Curley, daughter of Caitlyn & Wayne Curley, 

Charlotte Frances Hillard, daughter of Janel & 

Brad Hillard and Keegan Patrick McLaughlin, 

son of Justine & Shawn McLaughlin. 

Congratulations to Samantha, Charlotte, and 

Keegan, their parents, godparents, family and 

friends on the joyous celebration of faith and 

family. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Friday, April 7 is the first Friday of April. This 

month it is also Good Friday. Adoration will 

not take place on April 7. All are invited to 

attend the Passion of the Lord service at 3:00 

pm in Sacred Heart and Stations of the Cross at 

7:00 pm in Saint Mary that day.  

 

Rosary for Life 
The Respect Life Committee of the 

Transfiguration of the Lord Parish is pleased to 

announce that every Monday we will lead a 

Rosary for Life before the 4:30pm Mass at 

Saint Mary Church.  We invite ALL to share in 

praying together at 4pm every Monday! 
 

 

Abundant Hope 
Did you know… In 2022, the licensed medical 

professionals at Abundant Hope Pregnancy 

Resource Center provided over $100,000 in 

FREE services, including pregnancy 

confirmation, ultrasound, and options 

consultation. Her health 

and safety is our top 

priority. If you or 

someone you know 

thinks she may be 

pregnant, please contact us at 508-455-0425. 

Serving the community since 2011 - from 

pregnancy testing to potty training! 

  

 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Elaine Corvese    

508-695-3823   
TransfigurationRelEd@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Communion will be held on Saturday, 

May 13 and Saturday, May 20, 2023 at Saint 

Mary Church at 11:00 am. Please see your 

email from  Mrs. Corvese for information 

about your date assignment.  
       

Please Pray for our Deceased 

Janice Kania 
Eternal rest grant unto our beloved dead, O Lord. 

Let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest always in the loving arms of God 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Council #330 of the Knights of Columbus has 

been serving the Catholic Community of North 

Attleborough for 125 years.  The Knights meet 

on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7pm, 

in the rectory of St. Mark church.  Please drop 

by on meeting nights if you’d like to learn more 

about the Knights.  Council #330 is committed 

to assisting local charities that align with the 

values of our Faith such as the Parish, the 

Parish school, and Abundant Hope.  Contact 

Jim Schromm at jim.schromm@verizon.net 

with any questions. 

 

Housekeeping Requests   
Please help us keep our parishes clean and tidy. 

Before leaving the church, please return the 

kneeler to the upright position and  take your 

bulletin home and throw away any debris; 

tissues, wrappers, etc. Trash containers can be 

found at the main entrances to the church. 

Please supervise any children who are in urgent 

need of the restrooms during Mass. Please help 

us keep our parish clean and welcoming to all 

who may come after you.   

mailto:TransfigurationRelEd@gmail.com
mailto:TransfigurationRelEd@gmail.com
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Good Friday Passion Procession 

All are welcome.  The Knights of Columbus 

will be hosting a walk of the of the Cross from 

St. Mary’s church to Sacred Heart church 

through the streets of North Attleboro just prior 

to the Passion on Good Friday.  We will meet 

at the stairs of Saint Mary church at 2pm and 

begin the procession with song and prayer at 

2:15pm.  We will arrive at Sacred Heart at 

2:45pm for the Passion at 3:00PM.  Please join 

us. 
 

 
 

Lenten Regulations for Fast & 

Abstinence 
Good Friday is an obligatory day of fasting and 

abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays 

during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 

For members of the Catholic Church, the 

norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 

until age 59. When fasting, one full meal is 

permitted, as well as two smaller meals that 

together are not equal to a full meal. The norms 

concerning abstinence from meat are binding 

upon members of the Catholic Church from 

age 14 onwards. 

 

5th Saturday Rosary 
All are welcome.  The Knights of Columbus 

meet to pray a decade of the Rosary on months 

that have 5 Saturdays.  Saturday, April 29th, is 

the next 5th Saturday.  Please join us at 8:30am, 

outside at the statue of Saint Mary in front of 

the rectory.  In case of inclement weather, we 

may move inside to the former chapel. 

 

Knights of Columbus March for Life 
Please join the Knights of Columbus Assembly 
#398 for the Attleboro Area March for Life on 
Saturday, April 29th, at 5:00pm, at St. John's 

church in Attleboro.  The March will follow a 2 
mile loop. 

 

Transfiguration of the Lord Parish 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, 

leads women and men to join to grow 

spiritually by offering person-to-person service 

to those who are needy and suffering in the 

tradition of its founder, Blessed Frédéric 

Ozanam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul. The 

Society meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month 

in the parish hall in Saint Mary Church. Please 

join us!    Call for Assistance  If you need 

assistance, please call the help line for our 

parish Saint Vincent de Paul Society. They can 

offer information about the types of assistance 

available. Please call 508-212-4755 for help or 

more information. 
 

Saint Mary- Sacred Heart School 
Did you know that by being a Saint you can 

reserve your spot at the premier Catholic high 

school  - Bishop Feehan?   The 5th, 6th, and 7th 

students of Saint Mary-Sacred Heart School are 

offered the opportunity to apply for admission 

to Bishop Feehan High School through the 

Early Action Program.   This is just one of the 

many ways our Saints are 

authentically connected to 

the Feehan 

community.  SMSH is also 

so fortunate to have a 

Feehan experience each 

week as Senior Shamrocks 

mentor our Saints right on 

our campus.  How “Lucky” 

are these Saints!   We invite you to explore the 

Saint Mary-Sacred Heart School website 

www.smshschool.com.  You will learn how 

the SMSH teachers and staff truly prepare the 

Saints to shine as they march their way on over 

to the home of the Shamrocks.    

http://www.smshschool.com/
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Readings for April 2  

 

First Reading 
 

A reading from the Book of the  

Prophet Isaiah  
 

The Lord GOD has given me 

    a well-trained tongue, 

that I might know how to speak  to the weary 

    a word that will rouse them. 

Morning after morning 

    he opens my ear that I may hear; 

and I have not rebelled, 

    have not turned back. 

I gave my back to those who beat me, 

    my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; 

my face I did not shield 

    from buffets and spitting. 

 

The Lord GOD is my help, 

    therefore I am not disgraced; 

I have set my face like flint, 

    knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

   Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
R. My God, my God,    

 why have you abandoned me? 
All who see me scoff at me; 
    they mock me with parted lips,   

 they wag their heads: 
“He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him, 

    let him rescue him, if he loves him.” 

R. My God, my God,    

 why have you abandoned me? 
Indeed, many dogs surround me, 

    a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; 
They have pierced my hands and my feet; 

    I can count all my bones. 

R. My God, my God,    

  why have you abandoned me? 
They divide my garments among them, 

    and for my vesture they cast lots. 
But you, O LORD, be not far from me; 
    O my help, hasten to aid me. 

 

 

R. My God, my God,    

 why have you abandoned me? 

I will proclaim your name to my brethren; 
    in the midst of the assembly I will praise you: 
“You who fear the LORD, praise him; 

    all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; 
    revere him, all you descendants of Israel!” 

R. My God, my God,    

 why have you abandoned me? 

 
Second Reading 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to 

the Philippians 

 
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 

            did not regard equality with God 

            something to be grasped. 

Rather, he emptied himself, 

            taking the form of a slave, 

            coming in human likeness; 

            and found human in appearance, 

            he humbled himself, 

            becoming obedient to the point 

  of death, 

            even death on a cross. 

Because of this, God greatly exalted him 

            and bestowed on him the name 

            which is above every name, 

            that at the name of Jesus 

            every knee should bend, 

            of those in heaven and on earth and 

   under the earth, 

            and every tongue confess that 

            Jesus Christ is Lord, 

            to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

   Thanks be to God 
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Gospel 
 

    The Lord be with you. 

  And with your spirit. 
 

N. The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ    

                   according to Matthew 

 [One of the Twelve, who was called Judas 

Iscariot went to the chief priests and said, 

V.  "What are you willing to give me if I hand 

him over to you?" 

N. They paid him thirty pieces of silver,and from 

that time on he looked for an opportunity 

to hand him over. 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, 

V. "Where do you want us to prepare for you to 

eat the Passover?" 

N. He said, 

† "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 

'The teacher says, "My appointed time draws 

near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover 

with my disciples."'" 

N. The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, 

and prepared the Passover. 

 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with 

the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, 

† "Amen, I say to you, one of you will  

 betray me." 

N. Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to 

him one after another, 

V. "Surely it is not I, Lord?" 

N. He said in reply, 

†  "He who has dipped his hand into the dish with 

me is the one who will betray me. The Son of 

Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe 

to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. 

It would be better for that man if he had never 

been born." 

N. Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, 

V. "Surely it is not I, Rabbi?" 

N.   He answered,  

† "You have said so." 

N. While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said 

the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his disciples 

said, 

† "Take and eat; this is my body." 
 

 

N. Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

to them, saying, 

† "Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood 

of the covenant, which will be shed on behalf of 

many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, from 

now on I shall not drink this fruit of the vine until 

the day when I drink it with you new in the 

kingdom of my Father." 

N. Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to 

the Mount of Olives. 
 

Then Jesus said to them,  

† "This night all of you will have your faith in me 

shaken, for it is written:  

I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 

will be dispersed; 
but after I have been raised up, I shall go before 

you to Galilee." 

N. Peter said to him in reply, 

V. "Though all may have their faith in you 

shaken, mine will never be." 

N. Jesus said to him, 

† "Amen, I say to you, this very night before the 

cock crows, you will deny me three times." 

N. Peter said to him, 

V. "Even though I should have to die with you, 

I will not deny you." 

N. And all the disciples spoke likewise. 

 

Then Jesus came with them to a place called 

Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 

† "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 

N. He took along Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee,and began to feel sorrow and distress. 

Then he said to them, 

†  "My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain 

here and keep watch with me." 

N. He advanced a little and fell prostrate in 

prayer, saying, 

† "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 

from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will." 

N. When he returned to his disciples he found 

them asleep. He said to Peter, 

†  "So you could not keep watch with me for one 

hour? Watch and pray that you may not undergo 

the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 

weak." 

N. Withdrawing a second time, he prayed again, 

† "My Father, if it is not possible that this cup 

pass without my drinking it, your will be done!" 
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  N. Then he returned once more and found them 

asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open. 

He left them and withdrew again and prayed a 

third time, saying the same thing again. Then he 

returned to his disciples and said to them, 

† "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 

Behold, the hour is at hand when the Son of Man 

is to be handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. 

Look, my betrayer is at hand." 

 

N.  While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 

Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a large crowd, 

with swords and clubs, who had come from the 

chief priests and the elders of the people. His 

betrayer had arranged a sign with them, saying,  

V.  "The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him." 

N.  Immediately he went over to Jesus and said, 

V.  "Hail, Rabbi!"  

N.  and he kissed him. Jesus answered him, 

†  "Friend, do what you have come for." 

N.  Then stepping forward they laid hands on 

Jesus and arrested him. And behold, one of those 

who accompanied Jesus put his hand to his 

sword, drew it, and struck the high priest's 

servant, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to 

him, 

† "Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who 

take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you 

think that I cannot call upon my Father and he 

will not provide me at this moment with more 

than twelve legions of angels? But then how 

would the Scriptures be fulfilled which say that it 

must come to pass in this way?" 

N. At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, 

† "Have you come out as against a robber, with 

swords and clubs to seize me? Day after day I sat 

teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest 

me. But all this has come to pass that the writings 

of the prophets may be fulfilled." 

N. Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to 

Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 

the elders were assembled. Peter was following 

him at a distance as far as the high priest's 

courtyard, and going inside he sat down with the 

servants to see the outcome. The chief priests and 

the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false 

testimony against Jesus in order to put him to 

death, but they found none, though many false 

witnesses came forward. Finally two came 

forward who stated,  

C. "This man said, 'I can destroy the temple of 

God and within three days rebuild it.'" 

N. The high priest rose and addressed him, 

V.  "Have you no answer? What are these men 

testifying against you?" 

N. But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said 

to him, 

V.  "I order you to tell us under oath before the 

living God whether you are the Christ, the Son of 

God." 

N. Jesus said to him in reply, 

†  "You have said so. But I tell you: 

From now on you will see 'the Son of Man 

seated at the right hand of the Power' 

and 'coming on the clouds of heaven.'" 

N. Then the high priest tore his robes and said, 

V.  "He has blasphemed! What further need have 

we of witnesses? You have now heard the 

blasphemy; what is your opinion?" 

N. They said in reply, 

C. "He deserves to die!" 

N. Then they spat in his face and struck him, 

while some slapped him, saying, 

C. "Prophesy for us, Christ: who is it that 

struck you?" 

 

N. Now Peter was sitting outside in the 

courtyard. One of the maids came over to him 

and said, 

C.  "You too were with Jesus the Galilean." 

N. But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, 

V.  "I do not know what you are talking about!" 

N. As he went out to the gate, another girl saw 

him and said to those who were there, 

C. "This man was with Jesus the Nazorean." 

N.  Again he denied it with an oath, 

V.  "I do not know the man!" 

N.  A little later the bystanders came over and 

said to Peter, 

C. "Surely you too are one of them; even your 

speech gives you away." 

N.  At that he began to curse and to swear, 

V.  "I do not know the man." 

N.  And immediately a cock crowed. Then Peter 

remembered the word that Jesus had spoken: 

"Before the cock crows you will deny me three 

times." He went out and began to weep bitterly. 
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When it was morning, all the chief priests and the 

elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to 

put him to death. They bound him, led him 

away, and handed him over to Pilate, the 

governor. 

 

Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had 

been condemned, deeply regretted what he had 

done. He returned the thirty pieces of silver to the 

chief priests and elders, saying,  

V.  "I have sinned in betraying innocent blood." 

N.  They said, 

C. "What is that to us? Look to it yourself." 

N. Flinging the money into the temple, he 

departed and went off and hanged himself. The 

chief priests gathered up the money, but said, 

C. "It is not lawful to deposit this in the temple 

treasury, for it is the price of blood." 

N. After consultation, they used it to buy the 

potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. That 

is why that field even today is called the Field of 

Blood. Then was fulfilled what had been said 

through Jeremiah the prophet, And they took the 

thirty pieces of silver, the value of a man with a price 
on his head, a price set by some of the Israelites, and 

they paid it out for the potter's field just as the Lord 

had commanded me. 

 

Now] Jesus stood before the governor, and he 

questioned him, 

V.  "Are you the king of the Jews?" 

N. Jesus said,  

† "You say so." 

N.  And when he was accused by the chief priests 

and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said 

to him, 

V.  "Do you not hear how many things they are 

testifying against you?" 

N.  But he did not answer him one word, so that 

the governor was greatly amazed. 

 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor 

was accustomed to release to the crowd one 

prisoner whom they wished. And at that time 

they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So 

when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, 

V.  "Which one do you want me to release to 

you, Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?" 

N.  For he knew that it was out of envy that they 

had handed him over. While he was still seated 

on the bench, his wife sent him a message, "Have 

nothing to do with that righteous man. I suffered 

much in a dream today because of him." The 

chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds 

to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The 

governor said to them in reply, 

V.  "Which of the two do you want me to release 

to you?" 

N.  They answered,  

C. "Barabbas!" 

N.  Pilate said to them, 

V.  "Then what shall I do with Jesus called 

Christ?" 

N.  They all said, 

C. "Let him be crucified!" 

N.  But he said, 

V.  "Why? What evil has he done?" 

N.  They only shouted the louder, 

C.  "Let him be crucified!" 

N. When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding 

at all, but that a riot was breaking out instead, he 

took water and washed his hands in the sight of 

the crowd, saying,  

V.   "I am innocent of this man's blood. Look to 

it yourselves." 

N. And the whole people said in reply, 

C. "His blood be upon us and upon our 

children." 

 N. Then he released Barabbas to them, but after 

he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be 

crucified. 

 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 

inside the praetorium and gathered the whole 

cohort around him. They stripped off his  clothes 

and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. 

Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on 

his head, and a reed in his right hand. And 

kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, 

C.  "Hail, King of the Jews!" 

N. They spat upon him and took the reed and 

kept striking him on the head. And when they 

had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak, 

dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off 

to crucify him. 
 

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian 

named Simon; this man they pressed into service 

to carry his cross. 
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And when they came to a place called Golgotha 

—which means Place of the Skull —, they gave 

Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when he 

had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they had 

crucified him, they divided his garments by 

casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch 

over him there. And they placed over his head the 

written charge against him: This is Jesus, the 

King of the Jews. Two revolutionaries were 

crucified with him, one on his right and the other 

on his left. Those passing by reviled him, shaking 

their heads and saying, 

C.  "You who would destroy the temple and 

rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you are 

the Son of God, and come down from the 

cross!" 

N. Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and 

elders mocked him and said, 

C.  "He saved others; he cannot save himself. 

So he is the king of Israel! Let him come down 

from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 

He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if 

he wants him. For he said, 'I am the Son of 

God.'" 

N. The revolutionaries who were crucified with 

him also kept abusing him in the same way. 

From noon onward, darkness came over the 

whole land until three in the afternoon. And 

about three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud 

voice, 

† "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" 

N. which means,  

† "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?" 

N. Some of the bystanders who heard it said, 

C.   "This one is calling for Elijah." 

N. Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; 

he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed, 

gave it to him to drink. But the rest said, 

C.   "Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save 

him." 

N.  But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, 

and gave up his spirit. 

 

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.  

 

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in 

two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks 

were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of  

 

many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 

And coming forth from their tombs after his 

resurrection, they entered the holy city and 

appeared to many. The centurion and the men 

with him who were keeping watch over Jesus 

feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and 

all that was happening, and they said, 

C.   "Truly, this was the Son of God!" 

N. [ There were many women there, looking on 

from a distance, who had followed Jesus from 

Galilee, ministering to him. Among them were 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 

and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 

Zebedee. 

 

When it was evening, there came a rich man 

from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself 

a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked 

for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be 

handed over. Taking the body, Joseph wrapped 

it in clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that 

he had hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a huge 

stone across the entrance to the tomb and 

departed. But Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb. 

The next day, the one following the day of 

preparation,  the chief priests and the Pharisees 

gathered before Pilate and said, 

C.  "Sir, we remember that this impostor while 

still alive said, 'After three days I will be raised 

up.' Give orders, then, that the grave be 

secured until the third day, lest his disciples 

come and steal him and say to the people, 'He 

has been raised from the dead.' This last 

imposture would be worse than the first." 

N. Pilate said to them, 

V.   "The guard is yours; go, secure it as best you 

can." 

N. So they went and secured the tomb by fixing 

a seal to the stone and setting the guard.] 

  

The Gospel of the Lord 

          Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 


